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REGIONAL COMMUNITY CHILDCARE DEVELOPMENT FUND 

549. Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE to the Minister for Regional Development: 

I note the discontinuation of the regional community childcare development fund. Is the early education of country 
kids and support for working families not a priority for this government, which, instead, favours marinas in 
Ocean Reef and car park expansions in Mandurah? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 

I thank the member for the question. I have to say that it is the case that we simply were not able to fund all the 
programs — 

Hon Martin Aldridge: Are childcare centres unimportant? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Not at all; I certainly did not say that. I said that the finances were left in a state 
that meant that we needed to ensure that we had a budget that could be balanced. I say to National Party members 
that they should be a little honest with themselves. Their senior coalition partners said that in order to give any 
credibility to their books, they would have to have transferred around $800 million of expenditure from the 
consolidated fund into royalties for regions. That undertaking was made by their senior coalition partner. They can 
go around the place and say that they would have funded — 

Point of Order 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Madam President, this side has been cautioned on several occasions this week by 
you about concise questions. On many occasions this week we have heard non-concise answers from the member 
opposite. I asked about a regional childcare fund and the minister is talking about something completely separate. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: No; I am not; I am talking about absolute — 

The PRESIDENT: Minister, I get to say something before you do. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Sorry. 

The PRESIDENT: There is no point of order. As I said earlier this week and on a number of other occasions, you 
might ask one question but it is up to the minister how they respond. Whilst we all would appreciate that responses 
are concise, just as questions should be, perhaps if people did not interject and encourage the minister to expand, 
the answer might be in a briefer format. I am sure the minister is drawing to a close. 

Questions Without Notice Resumed 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I note that the question was not just seeking factual information; it was very 
value laden. I make the statement that we are prepared to talk to the proponents about any project that has been 
cut to look at how we might fund these projects into the future, provided of course we get cooperation from the 
other side of the house in advancing our budget repair measures, which they will need to determine. 
 


	REGIONAL COMMUNITY CHILDCARE DEVELOPMENT FUND

